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LOBBY ACT WAIVER FOR BARSHEFSKY/Passage

SUBJECT: A resolution to waive certain Lobby Reform Act provisions of the Trade Act as they may apply to the
Barshefsky nomination . . . S.J. Res. 5. Passage.

ACTION: JOINT RESOLUTION PASSED, 98-2

SYNOPSIS: S.J. Res. 5, a resolution to waive certain Lobby Reform Act provisions of the Trade Act as they may apply to

Barshefsky nomination, will waive for acting United States Trade Representative (USTR) Ambassador Charle
Barshefsky the provision that forbids the appointment of a USTR or Deputy USTR who has directly represented, aided, or ad
a foreign government or foreign political party in a trade dispute or negotiation with the United States. That provisiact&hs en
last year as part of the Lobbying Reform Act.

Those favoringpassage contended:

The Lobbying Reform Act provision barring the appointment of a USTR or Deputy USTR who has represented a fore
government or political party in a trade dispute or negotiation with the United States may apply to the appointment afdkmbass
Barshefsky to be USTR, though we do not believe that it does. She worked for Quebec and for Canada, providing legal advi
trade issues with the United States, but she never lobbied for or otherwise represented either in a dispute or negatiation. We
that the case is not clear; the law could be construed as barring her appointment. However, we also note that whenenMaywassed
she was already serving as Deputy USTR and was specifically exempted. We think that even if the law technically appligls she s
be able to retain her current exemption and become USTR. We therefore strongly support this waiver.

Those opposingpassage contended:

The Lobbying Reform bill was passed last year due to the perception that lobbyists were buying influence. That percep
especially when foreign governments appeared to be buying influence, was (and is) extremely corrosive to our democraey. We 1
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that Ambassador Barshefsky is well qualified for this post, but we are not willing to start down the path of grantingTwaivers.
problem with this course is shown by the fact that her work raised concerns with Senators from States along the U.S.-Canadian
border, because those States have several serious trade disputes with Canada. Their concerns were only alleviated after they ha

discussions with her. Again, it is the problem of perception. We stand by the bill that we passed last year, and themdposenust
this resolution.



